Kentucky Adopts End Of Course (EOC) Exams – What does this mean for JCPSeSchool students?

[bookmark: _GoBack]The state of Kentucky has adopted mandatory EOC exams for the 2011-2012 academic school year in Biology, Sophomore English, U.S. History and Algebra II. Students do not need to pass exams to earn course credits, but exams may count as much as 20% of a student’s final grade in Kentucky. Any student who has finished 55% or more of a course during this academic year will be required to take these exams. 
About End of Course Exams
Many states have already adopted EOC exams and some have been administering them for quite some time. JCPSeSchool courses were designed to meet the core content required by the state of Kentucky which now includes the national Common Core State Standards. Kentucky has completed the state-required procurement process and ACT, Inc. has been awarded the contract to provide EOC assessments for the 2011-12 school year.  ACT, Inc. has developed their own core content called ACT’s QualityCore® program. This is how ACT will measure students in the EOC exams that they create and administer. According to the Kentucky Department of Education the program is syllabus-driven and will include curriculum and instruction support materials. QualityCore® has been developed based on research in high-performing classrooms that focus on the essential standards for college and career readiness.
Biology
Here at JCPSeSchool we want to make our courses as beneficial to our customers and our students as we possibly can. Each subject area is tackling this challenge in its own unique way. Biology is developing a new course for students that need to take EOC exams. The new biology courses will be aligned with the QualityCore® content provided by the ACT. Because the exams are administered after the completion of 55% of a course, Biology B (second semester) was the first priority and students are currently being enrolled in this new Biology B course. Eventually, these new courses (Biology A and Biology B) will be the main Biology courses for all students. 
Sophomore English
Sophomore English is being modified by adding grammar tutorials after the Reading Unit in the first semester course. Literary elements tutorials are also being added where appropriate as many of the sample EOC exam questions that have been provided deal with grammar and literary elements. These new tutorials and quizzes are replacing some of the older writing assignments that have been in Sophomore English for a long time. Many of these lessons are being added to the Freshman English curriculum as well in place of older assignments. 
U.S. History
The U.S. History courses are going through makeovers as well. Both semesters of the course are being reworked to meet the standards of the ACT QualityCore® content for U.S. History. A gap analysis was performed and these gaps are being filled with the necessary content. U.S. History B (second semester) has been modified and is ready for enrollments now. A new U.S. History A course is currently being created. 
Algebra II
Algebra II has probably posed the biggest challenge for realignment. The course will be aligned with the ACT QualityCore® content for Algebra II. This content has Pre-Calculus concepts that were not originally included in the JCPSeSchool Algebra II courses. Therefore, new Algebra II courses are in the development stages and will include these concepts. These courses are projected to be available by February or March of 2012. 
Proficiency Assessments
One other change in these JCPSeSchool courses that will affect students is the addition of some “proficiency” assessments that the Jefferson County Public School (JCPS) system developed to help prepare students for the EOC exams. These assessments include multiple choice questions and a constructed response question. Most of these questions were released by the ACT for our use in preparing students for the exams. Constructed response questions are open-ended, essay-type questions that measure application-level cognitive skills as well as content knowledge.  These questions provide students with the opportunity to generate and weave ideas into a single response.  The student supplies a response in the form of several sentences and possibly a graphic organizer, or a simple drawing/diagram with their explanation. 
What does this mean for JCPSeSchool students?
What does this mean for JCPSeSchool students? We feel certain that the changes in these courses are positive and beneficial to all students, not just those in Jefferson County.  We have tried very hard to minimize the increase in the amount of work that students must complete in order to receive their credit. We are also using strategies that will help ensure that the quality of the students’ grades do not suffer as a result of these changes. The delivery of quality content with teacher interaction and supervision has always been the uniqueness of JCPSeSchool and we will hold ourselves accountable to maintain that standard of professionalism. It truly will be a win, win situation for all our JCPSeSchool students.  
